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Pésticides in Our Schools

Are Our Children Safe?

'BY STEPHANIE KRAFT

parish truck sprays around a
neighborhood school to kill mos-
quitoes.

Inside that school a private company
treats floorboards and walls to prevent
roaches.

Two weeks later a student starts ex-
hibiting asthmatic-like wheezing and
skin irritation from pesticide exposure.

Such incidents of pesticide induced ill-
nesses are rare. According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and the
Environmental Protection Agency only 7.4
children out of every million got sick from
exposure to pesticides. In a study that was
conducted from 1998-2002, there were no
fatalities caused by exposure to pesticides,
and only 0.1% of the injuries to school chil-
dren were rated as “very severe”.

Even so, local and federal govern-
ments have taken measures to further
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protect school children from exposure to
pesticides and other chemicals used to
control insects and rodents.

Louisiana requires that schools only
allow certified commercial applicators to
apply pesticides.

Pesticides may only be applied to
school buildings or on school grounds
when students are not expected to be
present for normal academic instruction
or organized extracurricular activity for
at least eight hours after the applica-
tion. While this falls short of the 24 hour
period that sites such as www.beyon-
dpesticides.org recommend, Louisiana
is one of only 33 states that have such
requirements in place.

Aerial pesticide applications, except
for aerial mosquito control applications,

are not allowed within 1,000 feet of any
Continued on page 80
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St. Andrews

Pre-School

St. Andrew s Pre-School offers a child-centered learning
environment based on Christian principles.

Limited openings
still available for the

Ages: 6 months to 5 years
Monday - Friday/M,W,F/T.Th
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Early drop offf Late pick up available

2007-2008

school year

- For more information call
Janine Borne - Director - 753-9873
17510 Monitor Avenue in Shenandoah Subdivision

Join Club South at

BREC’s Baton Rouge Zco

for our third annual Zoo Run.

Whether you sprint like a cheetah
or crawl like a tortoise,
this race is for youl

Saturday, August 25, 2007
Kid’s Fun Run at 7:45 am
5K at 8{5 am

Registrate at wwwbrzoo.org
For more information: 2257753877
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PESTICIDES IN OUR SCHOOLS

Continued from page 79

school grounds during normal school
hours.

In addition the Louisiana Pesticide
Law requires that each school’s govern-
ing authority to prepare and submit an
annual integrated pest management
plan (IPM) that focuses on using the
least toxic effective methods of general
pest control in, on, or around school
structures and grounds. Among other
things this IPM must list the pesticides
that will be used, as well as the location
and means of applications.

This IPM must be available for re-
view by the general public in the busi-
ness office of each school during regular
school hours. Schools are also required
to maintain a hypersensitive student
registry. This list includes students
whose parents have submitted a written
statement to the school and included a
written medical verification of pesticide
sensitivity by a licensed physician. Noti-
fication of pesticide use is sent to these
families.

The Louisiana Department of Agri-
culture and Forestry enforces regula-
tions concerning school pesticide safety
in all public and private elementary and
secondary schools (K-12) in Louisiana.

Two students at Mandeville Jr. High
School were exposed to Green Thumb
Wasp and Hornet Killer (tetramethrin,

-phenothrin) sprayed by a teacher in

a practice room for the school band in
an effort to kill ants. One parent filed
a health complaint expressing concern
about possible health effects, though no
symptoms were reported at the time.
The spraying was reportedly done in
violation of the district’s pest manage-
ment program. The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Forestry issued
a warning letter to the district citing
several violations of state pesticide law,
including applying a pesticide in a man-
ner inconsistent with its labeling, allow-
ing a person to apply pesticides who was
not a certified applicator, not keeping a
record of the application, and applying a
pesticide in a school while children were
present or expected to be present within
eight hours.

School districts often take action
independent of state agencies when
a pesticide misuse occurs. In August
1994, Assumption Parish school offi-
cials closed Pierre Part middle and pri-
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mary schools after a misapplication of a
flea pesticide containing the active in-
gredient Lindane. Although the chemi-
cal is not supposed to be used indoors,
the school custodian sprayed the pesti-
cide in 14 temporary classrooms. A few
parents reported medical complaints.
The Lindane that was purchased by the
school was not registered in the state.
Also, the operator of the pesticide was
required to be licensed, when he was
not.

While Louisiana is one of the 33
states that have taken protective action
to a“:lress pesticide use around school-
children, organizations such as Beyond
Pesticides (www.beyondpesticides.org)
and NCAP (http://www.pesticide.org/)
are pushing for more uniform federal
regulations. These include measures not
in place in Louisiana such as requiring
posting notification signs at schools 72
hours prior to indoor and outdoor pesti-
cide application.

Because children spend so many
hours in school each week, limiting their
exposure to pesticides at school is impor-
tant. Be informed. Talk to your child’s
school administrators about their pest
management policies and use of disin-
fectants. Request a copy of the IPM.

You should also be on the lookout for
symptoms of illness from pesticide expo-
sure, such as:

= Respiratory symptoms, such

as cough, wheezing, and
chest tightness

= Gastrointestinal symptoms,
such as vomiting, nausea,
and diarrhea

* Nervous system symptoms,
such as headache, blurred
vision, and dizziness

= Eye irritation and pain

= Skin redness and swelling

Talk to your child’s doctor if you have
any concerns about pesticide exposure.

If you feel that your child’s school has
violated the Louisiana Pesticide Law, con-
tact the Louisiana Department of Agricul-
ture and Forestry at (225) 925-3770. BRPM

Tell them you saw thelr ad in
Baton Rouge Parents Magazine
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“Our students have fun!
They also go on to college dance
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